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discussions show us George Sarton the scientist, and the whole book reflects
the profound humanism of George Sarton the scholar. This volume, and the
seven to follow, will give us a history of science which will be an essential
part of the library of the scientist, the historian, and the intelligent layman.
PEARCE WILLIAMS
THE APOLOGIE AND TREATISE OF AMBROISE PARE' CONTAINING THE
VOYAGES MADE INTO DIVERS PLACES, WITH MANY OF HIS WRITINGS
UPON SURGERY. Geoffrey Keynes, Ed. Chicago, University of Chicago
Press, 1952. xxv + 227 pp., 4 plates. $3.50.
Ambroise Pare was born the son of a French barber and received no
education before he entered the field of surgery other than an apprentice-
ship to a local barber-surgecn. By careful observation and much thought,
tinged with scepticism, about what he observed, he rose to the relatively
exalted position of Fellow of the College de St. Come and personal surgeon
to four successive French kings. Although he cannot be credited with being
the first to advocate the use of ligature, he is doubtless the one man respon-
sible for introducing the routine use of it in amputations, in place of cauter-
ization, for the control of hemorrhage. His Apologie and Treatise was
written in answer to an attack by IRtienne Gourmelon, Dean of the medical
faculty of the University of Paris and Professor of Surgery, which aimed to
discredit Pare and his methods. It gives us a picture of his personality as
well as of the medical and political world in which he lived and shows Pare
to be an interesting, sometimes engaging, writer who only occasionally
becomes tiresome by dwelling overlong on irrelevant details.
The translation used is that of the Thomas Johnson folio of 1634, which
is known to contain translational inaccuracies. One wishes Mr. Keynes had
provided a glossary with the text. This would certainly be useful for
the reader unfamiliar with sixteenth century anatomical and medical
terminology.
In any selective anthology there is bound to be some disagreement about
selections excluded, as well as those included. I would have been pleased to
find excerpts from Pare's description of the Plague, as well as some part of
his description of the podalic version.
The book is well indexed and contains an adequate review of Pare's life,
as well as a listing of his major publications. There are collotypes of four
contemporary portraits and a short bibliography. The paper and binding
are of moderately good quality.
Though this book leaves something to be desired as an academic con-
tribution, the works contained herein speak for themselves and require no
other justification for their inclusion in any collection of the history of
medicine.
J. M. Q.
DYNAMIC PSYCHIATRY. Franz Alexander and Helen Ross, Eds. Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 1952. 578 pp. $10.
Somewhere in this book one of the contributors remarks: "Up to now
there has been no generally accepted, formal textbook of psychoanalytic
psychiatry . . . ," implying, perhaps, that the present volume will be that
textbook. Indeed, the prepublication rumors suggested that this would be
its function. Because there is such a clear need for a counterpart in modern
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medicine, it was almost inevitable that this wishful idea would arise. Unfor-
tunately, this is not the much-wanted definitive text. This feeling of dis-
appointment in the book, however, is not due to any failure to attain the
aims stated in the preface: "This volume offers to students of psychiatry a
comprehensive view of dynamic psychiatry. The dynamic trend in psychi-
atry is the result of the impact of psychoanalysis, its theory, its method of
investigation, and its therapy, upon the whole of psychiatry." This goal is,
by and large, admirably attained.
The book is composed of 16 chapters subdivided into three parts dealing
with fundamental concepts, clinical psychiatry, and the influence of psycho-
analysis on allied fields. The scheme is that each of the chapters is written
by an individual with special interest in the topic discussed. In the early
chapters, especially, there is insufficient editing. This is reflected in some
tedious repetition, lack of integration, and inappropriate emphases. In Part
I, Benedek's essay on Personality Development deserves special praise. To
a subject which invites pedantry and obfuscation she has brQught refresh-
ing, new, and stimulating viewpoints. The chapters in the section on clinical
psychiatry satisfactorily fulfill the general aim of the book and with a few
exceptions are scholarly in tone. Whitehorn's article on the psychoses par-
ticularly warrants this adjective. In a volume of this size one seems justified
in raising the question of the advisability of donating so much space (25
pages) to Acute Neurotic Reactions, especially when the remainder of
neurotic disorders is covered in only 33 pages.
In this reviewer's opinion, there are two chapters in the clinical psychi-
atry section which are of such a high level of excellence as to make the
volume worth owning just to have them convenient for reference. One is
Levine's article on Psychiatric Treatment. With great clarity of style, he
offers a tangible means of understanding the aims and levels of psycho-
therapy. Although it might not be satisfactory to well-advanced psycho-
analytic students, it is eminently so for the beginner and the intermediate.
The other outstanding chapter is Brosin's Contributions of Psychoanalysis
to the Study of Organic Cerebral Disorders. This is an absolutely first-rate
contribution. In the first place, it provides a unified collection of informa-
tion about hypotheses and researches previously obtainable only through
laborious library work. In the second place, the author has offered inter-
pretations of data, criticisms, and suggestions for future research which are
exhilarating in their originality.
The third part of the book makes pleasant, informative, "after-work"
reading. As is to be expected, there is an over-all expansiveness of tone, but
usually modulated by the obvious authoritativeness of some of the basic
ideas.
The individual bibliographies of the chapters are ordinarily excellent,
especially those for the organic cerebral disorders and the influence of
psychoanalysis on current thought.
JOHN W. HIGGINS
DYNAMIC ASPECTS OF BIOCHEMISTRY. By Ernest Baldwin. 2d ed. New
York, Cambridge University Press, 1952. 494 pp. $5.00.
The appearance of the second edition of this lucidly written and aptly
titled volume is a happy event for students of biochemistry, biology, or
related fields. As in the first edition, Professor Baldwin has been able to
interweave the factual content of biochemistry into a dynamic narrative